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Virginia Wins Award 

Richmond, VA -- Virginia is the recipient of the “I Have a Dream” Award, which was presented by the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) at the 2007 New Freedom Initiative Conference earlier this month.  The award recognizes the cross-agency partnership between the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) and the Virginia Department of Medical Assistance Services (DMAS) in utilizing the state’s Medicaid Infrastructure Grant as the “Best Collaboration by a Grantee to Produce Significant Change”.  

“In Virginia, we strongly encourage our agencies to work together and to interface with community partners because effective collaboration is often a key factor in achieving comprehensive and lasting results,” said Governor Kaine about the award-winning collaboration between DMAS and DRS.   

Since 2001, the first year Virginia received grant money under the program, DMAS and DRS have focused on utilizing grant monies toward establishing a Medicaid Buy-In program for the state.  Virginia’s Buy-In program, Medicaid Works, which became fully operational effective January 1, 2007, enables workers with disabilities to pay a premium to participate in the state’s Medicaid program, and increase their earnings and savings without the fear of losing their healthcare coverage.  In 2006, in addition to focusing on the Medicaid Buy-In program, the two agencies utilized grant monies to enhance Virginians’ knowledge of existing work incentives for individuals with disabilities, and to expand the state’s capacity to assist individuals with disabilities in making decisions about going to work.  
The “I Have a Dream” Award recognizes these efforts, stating that Virginia earned the distinction “for supporting the improvements and increased accessibility” of the state’s One-Stop Career Center system, the nation’s publicly-funded resource for jobseekers and businesses.  DMAS and DRS worked in concert with other state agencies and local community partners to conduct trainings on Social Security work incentives and to equip agencies and organizations throughout the state—in particular, organizations supporting the One-Stop system—with videoconferencing equipment to extend staff capability.  

“By joining forces, DMAS and DRS have been able to put our state’s Medicaid Infrastructure Grant to maximum use and it is an honor for the Commonwealth to be recognized for that,” said Governor Kaine.
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In partnership with people with disabilities and their families, DRS collaborates with the public and private sectors to provide and advocate for the highest quality services that empower individuals with disabilities to maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society.  For more information about DRS, call 1-800-552-5019 (v), 1-800-464-9950 (TTY) or visit www.vadrs.org
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