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Annual Awards Luncheon Honors Ten for ‘Championing’ Disability Employment 
~Event kicks-off Disability Employment Awareness Month across Commonwealth~
 Richmond, VA – On October 2, 2008, the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) partnered with Dominion to host its Third Annual Disability Employment Champions Awards Luncheon.  The event, which took place at the Sheraton Richmond West in Richmond, Virginia, officially kicked-off a series of events and activities planned statewide to commemorate October Disability Employment Awareness Month.
“With employers facing an aging workforce and an impending labor shortage, businesses cannot afford to overlook disability employment and assistive technology as solutions today’s workforce needs,” said DRS Commissioner Jim Rothrock.  “We hope that as we honor these champion employers and individuals across the Commonwealth, we also increase public awareness of the positive contributions that people with disabilities bring to business and our communities.”
The Disability Employment Champions Award was created to recognize individuals and organizations from public, private, and non-profit sectors who have ‘championed’ the employment of people with disabilities and gone above and beyond the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to support workers with disabilities.  Past recipients include The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Omni Richmond Hotel, Busch Gardens Europe, the Virginia Department of Health, and Governor Tim Kaine, who received the first Champions Award for his support of Virginia’s Medicaid Buy-In Program.
Recipients of the 2008 Disability Employment Champions Award include: Boddie-Noell Enterprises, Northrop Grumman Newport News, Hyatt Hotel (in partnership with Hands On Educational Services), Fluor Corporation, and Kroger of Lexington, for the Regional Business Awards; the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University for the State Agency Award; Goodwill Industries of the Valleys for the Employment Service Organization Partnership Award; Comcast Cable for the Community Champion Award; and Dr. Audie Gaddis for the Self-Employment Champion Award. 
 “Disability employment has certainly changed the way companies respond to workforce recruitment and workforce retention,” said Bill Hall, Vice President of Corporate Communications, Dominion. “It is evident from our champion awardees that an investment in disability employment is an investment in your company’s future success.” 
For more information on the winners of the 2008 Disability Employment Champions Awards luncheon, please call Aileen Colorado, Public Relations Specialist, at 804-662-7532 or email aileen.colorado@drs.virginia.gov. 
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About DRS:  In partnership with people with disabilities and their families, the Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS) collaborates with the public and private sectors to provide and advocate for the highest quality services that empower individuals with disabilities to maximize their employment, independence and full inclusion into society.  For more information about DRS, call 1-800-552-5019 or visit www.vadrs.org.
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